Common ground: the overlap between Endocrinology and Rheumatology.
A number of medical specialities have witnessed a dramatic change in the provision of in patient care over the last decade. Work has moved into outpatient and Day Unit settings and, more recently, into the community. This has led to the amalgamation of speciality based beds with the perceived threat of loss of independence and potential reduction in training opportunities. In reality, our experience of a combined inpatient ward for Rheumatology and Endocrinology patients has been positive, with increased awareness of the coexistence of certain disorders and a resulting enhanced approach to the delivery of patient care, junior doctor education and clinical research. We would like to share our experience by describing some of the overlapping clinical conditions between these specialities that physicians might wish to consider.